Minutes of the North Warwickshire Neighbourhood Watch Association, (NWNHWA) Meeting at 7.30 pm on Thursday 12th May 2016 at the Grimstock Hotel, Coleshill
1.    Present 

Tony Hardman (Kingsbury) (Chairman) TH         David Atkin (Mancetter) (Sec) DA

Keith Woodward (N Whitacre)(vice Ch.)             Phil Bent (Kingsbury)(Treasurer) PB
Allan Tabbinor (Wood End)( Ass’t Treas.) AT                                    
Carol Cotterill (Shuttington) CC                           Colin Cartwright (Austrey) CCa
David Reilly (Water Orton) DR                            Barry Knights (W. Orton) BK
Sue/Steve Kelley (W. Orton) SK/StK                   Jean Ball (Warton) JB
(NB Carol Cotterill is also leading on Rural Watch for the Police and Horsewatch)

(NB David Reilly is also a Borough Councillor with a responsibility for Crime issues)

Sponsors: Paul Tonk PT s (TNT)
2.    Apologies

 Jill Mawson; Adam Farrell; Brian/Beryl Grix; Dominic Ferro, Heather/Brian Lowe; Martyn Stephens.
3.  Open Forum 

Road show Dates AH reported that the list is being finalised, with an emphasis on village community property marking events in association with CC and Rural Watch. Evidence from events attended so far suggest that this is a particularly successful way to spread the word in North Warwickshire. Regular events/shows will be attended again this year. 
Stock AH has now carried out the annual stock check ready for the forthcoming events, including the instigation of a revised stock recording procedure to satisfy financial supporters. Shortages identified in certain areas to be made good.

PCC elections held on May. 5. Phillip Secombe, the conservative candidate was elected and is in the process of familiarizing himself with the role. Meetings with the relevant parties are to be arranged. 
ShowTrailer AH reported that we have now purchased the trailer from N&BNW for the generous sum of £1.00 and accepted full control of it. N&B NW.  will still be available to use the trailer on request free of charge .All bookings to be made through Tony Hardman in future. AH/PB to attend to its insurance. A possible issue over checks under the Disclosure and Barring Service related to manning events is to be investigated.
Public Liability Insurance AH satisfied that we are covered for NW activities through of the continued existence of the nationally available scheme. DA indicated that he is the registered contact for the scheme on behalf of the Association. It is noted that this does not extend to matters such as towing the trailer to a location for which the driver’s own vehicle insurance needs to cover nor erecting street signs for example for which separate public liability insurance is required . We do not have this at present although no incidents around such issues have arisen over the years that we have been operating. AH to investigate cost of PLI. 
Our web site is now in a position to be taken forward. DA has contacted Richard Horton to put him in the picture re taking on the matter of a Facebook page, essentially as an extension of what he is already doing, having started from a Mancetter base that has gained wider interest.
4.    Minutes of Previous Meeting   Adopted as presented. 

 5.   Ongoing Action Points
Datalink Supplies of pillboxes and wallets are running out. DA to obtain fresh supplies. Hugh Nethercot (Age UK) has been helping with distribution. 

Smart Water  The cost of presently owned stock is £10.00 per cachet. We are advised that when these run out, future supplies will cost £25.00.

Criteria for erecting SW signs is no longer restricted to a scheme that has 50% of the street covered by SW. The limit is now 10 houses. Guidance notes on erection criteria and application forms for completion are available from Core Group members.  

Coordinators are reminded that there is a strict procedure for providing SW to individuals that involves them in opening the SW and marking an item in the recipient’s house and completing the return form that is to be taken away and returned to the company separately. This is necessary to counter the potential for unscrupulous resale of the SW on the likes of Ebay that has happened elsewhere. (SW can cost much more if bought on the open market. We get it at a privileged price).

VC Relay System/Email Messaging System     
The system is on the verge of changing and is to be labelled the Community Messaging Service. The present system will be closed down in time although no date has been fixed yet. Julie Dale will be the lead person running the system in Warwickshire along with nominated members of SNT teams. Other messages such as items from NW should be submitted to JD. DA asked to invite JD to attend the July meeting to demonstrate the new system. NB this is an opportunity for all who receive messages to gain firs hand knowledge of what will be a system devoted entirely to those of you who receive messages, to control. 
Horse Watch   
CC provided an update on activities. Main point – continued growth and new links to Midland Carriage Driving Club and its activities with a focus on Riding Clubs that are being increasingly targeted. Otherwise regular activities continue apace.
Rural Watch Following requests, a first edition of a quarterly newsletter has been produced and is to be made available through outlets such as Community Hubs and Libraries. Strong links with the NFU are being developed re farm and countryside issues.

MS reported on progress in a “Supportive Villages” campaign (a PCC aided initiative) supporting events in villages (Austrey and Water Orton have had successful events recently) and communities to tackle crime in a corporate way. AH attended an event in Kingsbury recently.

There are now 43 fact sheets available on the web site giving helpful advice. Booklets produced for officers giving advice on rural areas when many are often more familiar with urban areas, that have been well received. The ‘supported villages’ initiative is gathering momentum. 10 community hubs and 3 libraries have signed up to the project to further reach out to people in the community. Staff are being trained to give advice on the website and leaflet stands provided as appropriate. 
Property marking events in communities and villages are proving popular and beneficial – more are being arranged.

Work is in progress concerning the identification of machinery and a guide to protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. PC Kim Stafford, with specific responsibility for such matters, is in post.
Fly tipping is a growing menace, alongside graffiti. Local Authorities are leading a multi agency group to address this. Fillongley is a particular ‘hotspot’.
CC reported that a “barn meeting” is arranged in June at Nether Whitacre Parish Hall following the successful event at Grendon last year.

Cross border sharing of contact and intelligence sharing is being strengthened. Some success in criminal capture has resulted recently.

Early posting of incidents on the website and face book contact is reaping benefits    
Car Anti Tamper screws 
There are a rising number of incidents of late arising around the Borough. The main settlements and areas adjoining the West Midlands are experiencing the most number of cases, but all areas need to be alert at this time. 

Available fromTony Hardman is running the scheme throughout North Warwickshire on behalf of the force and the NW Association. The screws can also be obtained from the police and through individual coordinators in their watch areas.
Need supplies?: - contact Tony Hardman 01827 873774 or email aphardman@aol. Com.

Current Database   Users of the current police lead database will be notified automatically that they must register on the new system to continue receiving alerts, when it is up and running, together with guidance on how to join. It is therefore important that users should make sure that they have registered under the current system to maintain continuity, even thou this will mean registering “twice” in practical terms. 
Action: meanwhile PCSO’s to continue to pursue and update via Julie Dale. Coordinators to monitor and report on progress with contacts. 

Liaison using the Database.    Anyone wishing to contact coordinators in their local area should contact DA who will advise on how to do this due to the need to comply with the Data Protection Act, as contact details cannot be freely circulated to other members without their agreement.

National Data Base   It is also now possible for coordinators to register on line via the www.ourwatch.org.uk website on an additional  national alert database
 5.    Treasurers Report
Total balance on May Bankbook account: £8951.32; with income from sales of £3124.50 and expenditure of £ 1388.08. PCC grant balance £2477.64 remaining and committed. 

6.  Police Update  


         No officers in attendance.

        DR (Member responsible for Community Safety on NWBC) reported that housing projections for North Warks (equivalent to 450 new dwellings per year to 2031{ as opposed to the present rate of approx 175 per annum} means  growth equivalent to a town the size of Atherstone in the period) and work in connection with HS2 over the same period , will place very heavy pressure on policing in North Warks. Burglary is down in the borough. The use of drones by the police is being looked at.
7.    Area Forums

No major changes to priorities were discernible from the latest round of meetings, other than specific localities for attention. The role and value of Forums is being reviewed.                     .
              Contact details for the North Warks Area Offices              Jo Giblin. Tel: 02476 375 700

              Email:   northareateam@warwickshire.gov.uk   

              Web:   www.warwickshire.gov.uk/northwarksarea
8.    County WNWA
The following is a report on the main points from the subsequently held WNWA meeting of 2nd June 2016 attended by DA.

 NB We have three places available and only one filled (by DA) at this time. Interested? Contact DA.

· Changes within the force structure are having impacts throughout the County as part of the Alliance re structuring.

· A demonstration of the Community Messaging Service, to be introduced shortly, was given. The driving force and basis behind the scheme is that control over receiving messages is being placed in the hands of the receiver (see news sheet for more detail)
· New PCC is in post. He will be making contact with groups such as NW in due course. The role is expanded in scope to include the Fire Service for example.

· Warks Trading Standards is now producing a news sheet ‘The Bogus Bugle’ available on line and at points such as libraries. The National Trading Standards Institute has set up an NTS Scams team and is looking for Scams Ambassadors from within the community to assist its work –applications invited – forms on line

· N&BNW has been awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, A high accolade well earned

The meeting Closed at 9.28 pm

Signed Chairman:



Date:
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